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THE MANDATES COMMISSION REPORT 





HE report of the Permanent Man- 

dates Commission on its extraordin- 
ary session of February 16-March 6, call- 
ed in Rome to discuss the report of the 
French administration of Syria during 
1925, will probably please no one. It is 
neither a forthright condemnation of the 
mandate administration, such as would 
have pleased the Syrian nationalists and 
their friends, nor the indiscriminate 
whitewash desired by the supporters of 
French policy. 


At its extraordinary session, the Per- 
manent Mandates Commission had before 
it not only the report of the French ad- 
# ministration which the Commission re- 
quested at its ordinary session last Octo- 
ber, but also a great many petitions from 
Syrian and Lebanese groups living out- 
side Syria. The fact that there were no 
petitions coming directly from Syria is a 
significant commentary on the practice of 
the Commission to receive no petitions 
from inhabitants of mandated territories 
unless forwarded through the mandatory 
power. Moreover, the French Govern- 
ment had an accredited representative to 
explain its policy before the Commission, 
whereas no Syrian representatives were 
given an official hearing. 

The report of the Permanent Mandates 
Commission was drawn up after a 
thorough examination of the documents 
received, as well as a searching oral ex- 
amination of M. de Caix, the representa- 
tive of the mandatory government. Dis- 
claiming any intention or power to de- 
prive France of the Syrian mandate, and 
ending with a reminder of France’s sacri- 
fices and disinterested aims in Syria and 
an exhortation to all Syrians to cooperate 
with the mandatory government, the re- 
port of the Commission does contain cer- 





























tain specific criticisms of the French ad- 
ministration in Syria: 

(1) It criticizes the French report for omit- 
ting a statement of the “immediate causes 
of the present risings,” and of “the deeper 
causes of the unrest.” 

(2) It intimates that the approval of the 
League is necessary for the modifications 
of the boundaries provided for under the 
conventions between M. de Jouvenel and 
the Angora government. 

It criticizes the French administration for 
its frequent changes of policy in regard to 
the territorial organization of the area 
under mandate, and in the methods and 
personnel of the internal administration. 

(4) It criticizes the complex and confused ju- 
dicial system. 

(5) It considers the establishment of a new 
Syrian currency based on the French 
franc very disadvantageous to the man- 
dated territory. 

(6) It places some of the responsibility for 
the Druse uprising upon the French ad- 
ministration, particularly upon General 
Sarrail and Captain Carbillet. The Com- 
mission refuses to comment, however, on 
the methods used by the French in deal- 
ing with the insurrection. 

Perhaps the most important part of the 
report is the emphasis placed by the Com- 
mission upon the provisional and advisory 
character of the mandate system. In a 
declaration on behalf of the French Gov- 
ernment, M. de Caix definitely stated that 
“the mandate is a provisional system de- 
signed to enable populations which, po- 
litically speaking, are still minors to edu- 
cate themselves so as to arrive one day 
at full self-government.” Examining the 
record of the French administration in 
the light of this principle, the Commission 
expresses the opinion that “it seems clear 
that the French advisers have shown a too 
pronounced tendency to take the place 
of the native authorities. In this way the 
mandate has appeared to the Syrians to 
be gradually transforming itself into a 
system of direct administration.” 


RUTH BACHE-WIIG. 
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Notes 

T HE control of Peking is for the pres- 
ent, the major issue in China’s tur- 
moil. Chang Tso-lin has ordered his lieu- 
tenant, Li Ching-ling (whom Marshall 
Feng defeated near Tientsin in Decem- 
ber) to capture the hard-pressed capital. 
As regards the Powers, there have been 
several developments bordering closely 
upon the realm of intervention. On March 
20, American patrols prevented the Kuo- 
minchun army from destroying a bridge 
in the course of its retreat. Four days la- 
ter, six Chinese warships owing allegi- 
ance to Chang Tso-lin, were apparently 
permitted to steam from Taku to Tientsin. 
This was followed by a reported Kuomin- 
chun proposal that the vicinity of Peking 
be declared neutral under foreign protec- 
tion—which would be a logical continua- 
tion of the Powers’ Taku policy of two 
weeks ago. All of the foreign ministers 
with the exception of the American, are 
said to have approved this suggestion. In 
this latter light, therefore, the United 
States appears to be opposing further 

trends toward a policy of soe 

R. T. R. 


At the March meeting of the League 
Council Major George W. Stephens of 
Canada was elected president of the 
Governing Commission of the Saar to 
succeed Victor Rault of France and M. 
Morize, former Secretary-General of the 
Commission, was made French member. 
The election of Major Stephens, a mem- 
ber of the Governing Commission since 
1924 and personally very popular with the 
Saarlinder, is felt by them to be a long 
step toward the solution of their prob- 
lems, inaugurating a new era of peace. 








At the same meeting of the Council, 
Colonel Arthur Woods of New York 
City was appointed Assessor on the 
Opium Advisory Committee of the League 
of Nations. His experience as Police Com- 
missioner in New York especially quali- 
fies him for the category of Police Ex- 
pert under which he has been appointed. 





Senator Borah has announced that 
the Turco-American Treaty of Amity 
and Commerce, received by the Senate 
May 3, 1924, and since then twice report- 
ed out favorably by the Committee on 
Foreign Relations and shelved without 
Senate action, will shortly come up before 
that body for ratification.* The treaty 
was signed at Lausanne, August, 1923. 





Representative Hamilton Fish of New 
York introduced a resolution into the 
House on March 24, asking for the 
appointment of an industrial commission 
of representatives of manufacturing, 





*See Report of the F 


| on the Turco- 
American Treaty, May, 1924. 
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commercial, financial, agricultural, ex. 
porting and importing interests to re. 


open commercial relations with Russia, 


The resolution states that it is not to be 
construed as a proposal to resume diplo. 
matic relations with Soviet Russia but “ag 
evidencing an earnest desire for the eco. 
nomic rehabilitation of Russia and for the 
development of mutually profitable trade 
relations.” 





HE registration of voters for the 

Tacna-Arica plebiscite scheduled to 
take place on March 15 was postponed to 
March 27 because of the Peruvian com. 
plaint that her nationals had not yet been 
sufficiently assured of protection from 
Chilean violence. 

Meanwhile, it was announced that both 
Peru and Chile had accepted the good of. 
fices of the United States Government for 
the settlement of the dispute. The Plebis. 
citary Commission and the general ar- 
rangement for a plebiscite are being 
maintained in case mediation fails. A 
new controversy has arisen over the is- 
sue of registration for the plebiscite, 
Chile insisting that the registration 
should proceed on the date fixed, and Peru 
conditioning acceptance of United States 
mediation on suspension of the plebiscite 
functions. In the absence of definite in- 
structions from Washington, registration 
began March 27, the Peruvians abstaining, 
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(My commission expires March 30, 1927, 


The Editore assume responsibility for the opinions expressed in this Bulletin. 
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